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CUNFLOWER TO BE CHRLLENGED

Sunfiow.r, Miss.—-lay2, 1967 saw the
spoecial municijal clections held in
Sunflower and Moorhead, both in Sun-
flower county, lMississippi. The
spocial election cams as a Tosult of
a mrevious clection which was chal-
lenged Ly the Mississippi Frsedom
Democratic Party (MFDP) because of
unfair voter registration practices
within the county.

The lMay 2 elections should have
been of special interest to us be-
causs an all-bl.ick slate of candi-
dates opposed an all-white slate in a
town where there are actually more
black registered voters than white.

The togetherness and organiza—
tion of the movement in Sunflower
County was exhibited by a turnout of
all but seven (7) of the black reg-
istered voters. This mcans that a-
bout twenty-four moro blacks turned
out to vote than the total white
voting population of Sunflower.
—————— But we lost the slection.

Why? The answer liss within the
rsalms of the white election offi-
cials. e wore told by officials
during thce cloction that sevaeral of
our pzovle were voting for white
candidates, but we have no way of
knowing this because the MiDP's
black official was borred from aiding
and obssrving the black vote. Thus,
all black illitcrate vot.rs wore de~
p ndent upon ¥51l-ywhite! election
officials to mark their ballots.

GHR'RE NOT GOING TO STAND FOR
IT ANY IONGER". say Mrs, Hanor,

(cont. on D. 3)
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VMirs., Pannic Lou Hamor, onc of
the black leaders in Sunflower,
Mississippi was guest spoaker on
campus last Wednosday, April 26.

The audicnce hoard the dynamic
speakor denounce the powceT struc—
ture as it oxists today and call fox
a mobilizpation of black pcorle in
Mississippi. "The white folks donft
carc nothing about us,"” said Wrso
Hamor, and it's timc our poople
roalize this." She wont on to say
that it is time for black pooplc
to come togother and stop belicving
what the whitc man is saying.

Also, Mrs. Hamor comnwonted in
genoral on tho gqualifications of
black poople who arc sccking of~
ficos in Municipal, county and
atatc cloctions this year. She
attacked the critics who said
Nogroos woren't gualificd to hold
officos by saying "Wo can't moss
up things morc than thoy alrcady
have boon messod up by tho people
(white) who arc in offico now.©

Wntil recently black college
studonts have tricd to forget their
backgrounds and it has been this
oducatced Nogro who has kopt us
black poople down,” said Mrs. Hamoxr

THE BERUTY OF BLACK
CULTURE

Most courses that deal with cul-
tural appreciation in this and other
colloges are irrclevant and repres-
sive to Black students. They are
jrrelevant, w.. because the culture
of the Black community is usually
completely lacking. They are Iepres-
sive because when one'!s own culture
ig not affirmed, and when he is only
taught to appreciate the creations
of a dominant pcople he looses any

RY W. SPENCER
sense of identity with hingclf, Thus
he rcjects his culture and struggles
+o obtain cnough appreciation of the
dominant groups'! culture to win its
approval.

Black students must develop a
asense of appreciation for that cul-
ture which comes from our communitics
We must realize that we have bocn
brainwashed into thinking that we arc
culturally deprived. (con. »- 2)
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The cditor of tho Jackson Daily
news, praiscd Presidont Peoples of
Jackson Statc College, for not al-
lowing Stokely Carmichaol to speak
officially on campus. Ho said, "with
the great work of the Jackson Police
Department nothing like tho incident
that happened in Nashville could hap-—
pen herc". He said that all Negroos
should be proud of Peoples for his
wisc act.

The best thing that could have
happened on Jackson States! campus
while Carmichacl was vieiting MigH-
isgippi would have been a riot. This
may scem a little drastic, but some-
times it takes drastic mcasurcs to a-
wakon our pcople and show them reality.
Now at Jackson State they arc forming
a Jackson branch of PAC (Political
Action Committoc) with tho help of
Tougaloo's PAC chairman Howard Spencer.,
Thig is a boginning for the Stators.
Also a branch of PAC is being formod

at Alcorn college. This is progress,
brother!

We soe tho white power structurc
praising President Pooples, they also
praiscd Booker T. Washington ~ who
thought the Wegro should bow to the
white man's nceds. When we sce a man
like the white racist who cdited the
Jackson Daily nows praise a Negro, some-—
thing is dofinitely wrong.

FHTERIEE U KA FEHEFEH WS A S
There is a rumor that next ycar thore
will be a Negro History course taught
at Tougaloo I wonder who will teach
1i%? If this_is morcly a rumor thon I
think we ag Nogro studonts at Tougaloo
should make it a reality.
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The school year is almost onded and
PAC hasn't accomplishod half of the
things horc on campus that it wanted
to = but boing a now orgenization with
people who arc awarc of our problenms
as black poople or poople who arc try-
ing desperately to f£find out what thoy

=S 2 - <
arc, I fecl it has done an cxcellent
Job.
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This summer about 16 PAC members along

THs BaUTY OF BLACK CULTURE (cont )

We have to understand that we arc a
very artistic poople and that white
Amcrica has not legitimitized our art
but has forced upon us and themselves
a vory onegided vicw of what culture
is, The art of our vpecoplc is a very
prcecious part of our heritage. For it
is in our works of art that we roveal
to oursclves and to otheors the inner
vision and strength which make life
mcaningful for us as a pceconle, a pco—
ple who have had a uniquec history in
this country.

I must say before going any fur-
ther that in order to understand what
ig beoing said here you have to broaden
your definition of culture. You must
understand that cvery group of pcople
in the world have culturc and that
whitc America has rofused to rocognize
our culture becausc we have always
been seen as inferior, incapable of
beautiful creations. We have gotton
hung up in that bag too; we have scen
white western culturc as superior to
ours, which in effeoct is saying that
we arc not as good as thoy arc.

Now I am surec thcro arc some who
would say that there ig Black pcople!ls
culturc in the U.S. but that thorc is
only "American' culbure, howcver such
poersons would probably admit that in
Chincse American, Mexican American,
Jewish communitics thore is culture
which has developed out of the groups!
life. There is what could perhaps be
callecd an Amcrican culture but there
is also the culture of othnic groups
in this country.

On April 13th, the Political Ac-
tion Committocc sponsorcd the Southern
Folk Fostival. To ug the mosgt impor-
tant features were the numbers which
camc from the PSoul'™ of Black pcoplc,
I am sure that overyone who heard
Bornice Reagon, Mable Hillery, and Rov,
Poarly Brown worc touched way dowm
decp, and were able to porceive not
just intellectually, but cmotionally
what was being said in the music. The
whole program was good but I am pri-
marily concorned about the blucs and
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with PAC membors from Jackson State
and members of the action group at
Rust Colloge will be working in Miss—
issippi. The aced is for Black stu-—
donts every whore to stand up and be
counted, to play their part in the
libe ratlor of our peoplc. How do you
stand brother
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Black Power

FMJ

JOIIT PAC
——fight for freedom
—ezid injustice
~be dedicated-committed

——don't forsake your people
and yoursoelf

ign up at the PAC office
or come to regular PAC
meetings, Monday nights, 6 p.m.
PAC OFFICERS

Howard 3p.ncer-—~Chairman
Albert Garner---—Co-Chairman
Cleve 1nsloy~m~ casurer
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ONCE CUT DOWN ~BUT-CEASE NO MORE

by
Gwondolyn Matthows

Por thore is hopo of a troc,

if it be cut dowm, that

it will sprout again and

that the tondor branch thoroof
will not ccasc. Job 14 chapter

I'm Black
Lorraine Hamlin

Not the color of shoc polish
Not a dusty gray
Hot tho color of smut

i vote from the book of Job
Wot tho image of night This quo

brings nmany thoughts to my mind. It
sounms to doscribe the yomterdays, to-
days and what will be in the tomor-—
rows, of our black pcople all over
this world.

First, I can scc the yestordays
whore our black people wore boing cut
down like wild beast, low-rated and
digeoriminated against. Those yoars
where there was no peacce, no hopo,
only a prayer and a song. Secondly,

I can scc teday. The time when we

all arc becoming awarc of what isg going
ony tho timc when wo all have leoarncd
to fight for what we want instcad of
gitting and hoping and praying for a
droam that only true dreamcrs can

avor hope for.

The time of truth and the reali-
zing of boauty in our awercncess of be-

Not stupid and stubborn
ot as dumb as pcoplo say
Wot rioty and uncivilizod
Wot poor and depondoent

Not huge and brave

Wot a beggar at heart

Hot strong and rocognizcd

Not cager and obsecrving but. .

Kot humbled to the white man
WNot a child's white Jcosus
Not the whitc power systom
Not the ruling.. .,

T idontify with mo

They call me uncivilized

My rights arc steppod on

S0 proud am I to bo 'Black‘“

R HSEHA KSR KRR IOy +0g black  For gonerations and geoner—

ations we have wanted to identify our—

Poem solves with tho white man, only bocausc

our black pcoplce had been "cut down™ and
Roy Wilkins is an etornal faggot. this wag tho mly mcans of oscapc. But,
His spirit is a faggot through our faith, our stcadfastnoss,
his projection and our courage we have broken through
and image, this is tho barriers; we are “sprouting' again.
to say, that if i over scc roywilking Thon, thorce is tomorrow, hopingly
imonna a timec when we as Black people will be
gtick half my sandal joined togethor as one branch, display—
up his ing our color and oxcerciging our "Black
ass Powor',

Through thome courscs of time and
changeos, wo as black pooplc should be
rcady to accept our paths, work with
~the prosont and propars oursclves for
‘the futurc. This can only bec done by
full co-oporation from ecach as cveryone
of our black brouthers. PFor a troe can
10t bear fruit if thore arc nc branches,
The time is now. Now that we arc moving
up, we should fight to go higher. Ve
canltl! Wo know how! We will! For we
once were cut dowm, but now that we arc
up9 we will ccase no morel
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SPECIAL ELECTIONS IN SUNFLOWER ( cont.)
"This," says Mrs, Hamor, "is what
theytve be . doing to us all our lives,
and we'lre not going to stand for it any
longer." Mrs. Hamer called for a mass
protest in the streots of Sunflower and
boycott of the public school systom in
Scptomber, The response at the afiter—
clection community meeting was tremendous
In addition to another elcction
challenge, the next move for the Sunflow-
or County MFDP is tho county cloections
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LLAHDE BRUOWN—  PHD CONTINUED
A MANTHILD ? TH WORK 1N
BY L. BREWER MBI SON

Last Yodnesday night a group of

students and faculty gabhored in the BY M. ueNRy
Coffee shop to hear Claude Brown, au- The Political hction Committco
" thor of Manchild in thc Promiscd Land docs moro than give weckly ncotingw and
discuss the prubltﬁé as he saw thon snongor black specakers. Our ain now
that cxist in Harlem, ig to help develop Madigon County in-
Brown, who was oncoe a Harlemitc to a political scat for blacks.
in the rcal scnse of the word, ncaning In lNadigon County, thore arc
the hustler, dope pusher, deliguont, three per cent morc black people ro-
and jail bird, gave his audiecncc HIS gistered than whitcs. That ncans
FORMULA of the Harlemito., that if all the Negrocs who arc ro-
"Man,™ he said, "thosc cats like gilstored to vote got together and
Harlem. People donf+t want to lcave vote for the somc pboplb, those peoolc
that placc. They arc HAPPY, man.” can clect who thoy want for thoeir
If onc was Jjust thinking whilc city and county officials.
Brown was talking and not looking at PiAC is not going to lecad the peo—

him; he probably would have associated ple, but wo arc going to hulp organize
hin with the white power structure of thoem and lot thom choosc sorconc whom
Mississippi saying "Niggers are happy thoy know and trust out of the commumi-

in Mississippi. Thoy don't want to ty. It will boe up to thesec same peo~
g0 to school with us white folks, plo to choosc candidates thoy want
Thoy like the way WE run things down for various officos,
hero. ™ PAC has divided its mombors into
Brown, who looks at himself as groups of cight to tun with chairmon
the typical Harlem boy who made good, - for cach group. Cars go out into tho
projected the image that the people county cvery weok distri. uting pan-—
in Harlem wore there because they phlety of couming nootings, and talking
wanted to be and not becauss of the with the poople. Wo cover beat Three,
social, psychological, and cconomic which has 4,416 blacks to 1,914 whitos.
pressures placed on thom because of Laws have boun pagscd by the Unit-
the power structurce that oxists in ed 3tatos Congross that say black poo-
Now York as it docs in Mississippi. ple have the same voting rights and ot-
"The peonle in Harlem,V said hor rights as whito »ouplc. A lot of

Brown, "arc not INTERESTED in POLITICS,. timocs these lars are not cnforcod.
They arc STUPID wvhon it cumes to poli~ Thosce oFf us who awe willing and able

tics, nust instill in the ninds of thosc pro-

Again, onc can parallel his state- dominently black countios, thot thoey
ment to one which came from our own havo the power to control the political
whitc powor structure hore in Missis— activitics of their countivs.
sippi. "Nogrocs arc t.o STUPID 4o There will Do an cvloction in Nov.
votc and thoy wouldn't cven vote if 1967 to chosse county, and stato
thoy could," officialg. We urge all who arc in-—

By listoning to Brown for two torestod in tho welfarce of the black
days one. could easily rcach tho con— community to volunteor your sorvice
clusion that he was not a manchild but bo holy got somc BLACK POYHAR in that
a fake who was trying to give the cloctiona
black students horc a "snow' job and B R T X V'S

hig thoughts that were projected THE TOUGAIOO NITTY GRITTY is tho
were just as white as that snow. .
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HAMER ATTACKS ... (cont.)

as she criticized the bourgcoisie New
-gro. '"We have to get rid of those
"Uncle Tom teachers before we can
really began to make progress,” she
concluded.

Mrs. Hamor cnded hor specch by
ginging an »ld Nogro Spiritual that
has been converted into a Froudom
song, '"THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE.

official nowslottor of +the Polit 10&1
Aetion Committec (P.A.C.). At its First
publication, The Nitity Gritty was pub-
ished by voluntecer help with irrcgular
publication. Now tho Nitty Girtty,
with Francus Jonos serving as oditor,
will be published onco a wock, If you
would like to be on the staff or sub-
mit an article,; cuntact Francos Jones,
Galloway Hall - Anncx A, Room 80, Ar-
ticles must bo subnitted no later than
Thursday of tho wockfor desired publica~-
tion,
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CULTURE ¥ CULTHA

BY ¢. EVANS

Culturce is a pattoerned way of
doing things. A socicty and all pcow
vlce on carth have culturc, Culturc
includes arts, crafts, and bohavior
systons. mUﬂnmJtmm’qnlmsmmm
is culturc jone pecplo have a spoci-
al quwllty callod Kulturoe, Tho nogt
TRKulturcd” ancricon boing, Bmnily Post,
says, "you can have moro of it or loss
of it." If you have more of it, you
know about Arnold Toymboo, hristophor
Fry, Li Po, Jamos Joyce and or
important pooplc in the arts mnd hunan—
-ities. You hove Ygood taste' and Tgo-
od manners.” Kulturc is a luxury iton
gold and practicoed by polite sociocty.
‘An exanple would be rigid formal
table nmannors, Any porson that do-
mands the avorage porson to thoso
ruleg nust romembor one thing—that
rich pevnle have hours to spond slow—
ly picking the right knifc and fork,
The avorage porson eats and cnjoys

hig meal but time is inportant o
. him,

”

Crlcha is what Black pcoplc have—
it belongs to tho black puople as an
intricate part of their lives. It
has ghaped and oxprogsod thoir livoes.
Qur culcha has boon cpitonized in
gpirdtuals, blucs, ja zz and our
donination of populer nmusic., Wo have
produced writers like Baldwin, Wright,
Bonnett, and Joncsi lcaders liko
King, HMalcolm X, and Carnichacl; wo
have athldtoés liko Clay, Mays, and
Ralph Boston., BEnterdtaincers such as
Dianc Carrol, Bornice Roagan, Ahamad
Jahmal, and Billyec Holiday.

Tho list is cndless of our

achicvoments, Do we rocognize them?
Do woe kmow of them? You ought to
know. Ignorance is no cxcusc to

porpetuate ignorance of ono's solf.
Today should be a beginning to solf

awarsness.
Do you want to know tho history

of the Black mon in Music? HRHoad
LeRoi Jones! Blucs Pooplco. There
is a copy in tho llbrary, call no,
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in ﬂqumbb . Until thon, the peoplo
of Sunflower will continue to work
haxrd Thore will be more Black re-
gisfeorcd votors, morce Black candi-
dates, and moro BLLCK PO.ER for
Black pcople.
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THE BEAUTY OF BL:CK CULTURE (conto)

spiritual nunbors bhoocauss
pecople they carry the nessago
igoul™ of sur past and prosont strug-
gles for survival in this country.
Imnediastely aftor the concoertd
a nunber of gtudonts stayed in the
chapcl and sang songs wiich have
ncant so much to our peoplc such as,
"Hotve come this far by faith,” and
This 1little light of minc.” Maudie
Hanshaw was on piano and Timothy
(Shot) Spann, on the organ; both nade
"those ingtrunents "talk,” Thon Maudic
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and Shot bugan to improvisec jazz
and tho °>upds that canc out werc ab-
solutecly fantastic,

This “Soul Secgsion® mado me roa—

lizc that we arc so mislcad about the
values of our culturce that we ha.dly
cven take time to appreciato it.

It is very important that we
understand how we have come to be as-
hancd of the music that make us fuol
good and spoaks to us. Our teachers
from grommar school thru college have
voiced the feelings of white Ancrica
by tolling us that our music was nmcan—
inglcss and bad. As black studonts
we have to affirm our beauty and artis-
tic creativity and stylc. We neid to
take a now look at the bluvs, gospels,
spirituals, folk teles and othor art
which has cone down to us fron our
forciathors,

The truth ig that whon we hoar
such nusic as this we ars touched by
it beocause wo are apart of it but cd-
cuational 1nstitutioms in tiis socicty
teach us that in ordoer to be culturcd
you have to understand and approciatc
such artists ce Bach, Boothoven, and
NMozart, whilc at tho same timc do-
valunblng or Curﬁlptﬁly ignoring the
boauty of African and iAfro-inocrican
culturc o :ust undorstand that
tlicro ig o different kind of music
which conmes out of the cxporionces of
people at given periods and that nusic
which comes out of the cxporionces of
black people is no loss valiable or
cultuied. Not only should we approci-
ate our nusic out of the past but we
should be proud of such soul brothers
as Ray Charles, Lou Rawls, and soul
gistors likc Arotha Franklin and
Nency Hilson.

Finally we have 1o do somothing
about tho way colloge is failing us
by igmoring our history and horitage.
The Political Action Committcoo will
continuc to bring pooyls te campus who
will deal with arcas that the college
is completely ignoringg discussion
groups will also claboratc on thuse
arcas.,
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